Multiculturalism and the Politics of Identity

I. BASIC INFORMATION:

Instructor: Barbara Arneil

Email: arneil@mail.ubc.ca
Phone: 604 822-9551

Office Hours: Thursday 12-1 
II. COURSE DETAILS:

Course Description: During this term we will explore the theme of ‘identity’ in the history of political thought and contemporary political theory.  We will begin in the first week by considering the meaning of identity in political theory, followed in the second week with an examination of the role ‘identity’ politics plays in key liberal political thinkers: John Locke and J.S. Mill. For the remainder of the term we examine various aspects of the politics of ‘identity’, including feminism, multiculturalism, indigeneity, post colonialism, racialization, disability and intersectionality.  
Course Format: The format of the course is one seminar per week: graduate students are required to read all of the common readings as background. Undergraduate students must read the first three readings and are invited to read more as their schedules permit. The seminar will be broken down approximately as follows:
9:30 – 9:50  Presentation by student(s), providing overview of key themes/arguments.

9:50 – 10:00  Overview and Historical Context by instructor 

10:00 – 10:45  Class discussion/Small group work
10:45 – 11:00 BREAK

11:00 – 11:40 Class Discussion 

11:40 – 12:00 News-story (presented by student(s)) and discussion)

III. ASSESSMENT:

Term Paper/Essay



40%

Essay Presentation and Feedback

10%

Oral Presentation



20%

Participation




15%

News-story  




15%
Details:

1. Term Paper/Essays (40%): (10-12 pages for undergraduates; 18-20 pages for graduates). First draft due XX; final paper due XX. More information will be provided shortly. Late Policy: Essays handed in late will be docked 2% per day to a maximum of 18% (includes weekend days). 
2. Presentation of Essay Papers and Feedback (10%):  After you have submitted your draft paper XX, you will both present your paper and provide feedback/comments on another student’s paper XX.
3. Oral Presentation of Readings (20%): Once during the term you will provide an overview of the readings. Thus we will begin each seminar with one or two students who will summarize briefly and then highlight the key themes in the readings for that week. DO NOT JUST SUMMARIZE THE READINGS but provide what you think are the key points of debate and your own analysis. The student(s) in charge will make a 15-20 minute presentation at the beginning of the class and conclude by proposing three key questions for discussion. 
4. Participation in Discussion (15%): Your participation in seminar discussion should be directed at not only articulating your own point of view but also actively listening to and synthesizing different students’ ideas into your own contribution and incorporating material from the readings into the discussion.
5. News-story (15%):  Each week one or two students will make a 10 minute presentation on a news-story that provides a concrete case study for discussion by the class.  Ideally, the news-story should relate to the subject under consideration for that week, but at the very least, it should help to illuminate the theoretical questions under consideration during the term. Whatever story you choose, you should summarize the story, orally, for the class and answer the following key questions:
a. What makes this story political? (Define what you mean by ‘politics’)
b. In what way does identity politics manifest itself in this news-story and can we gain any insights from the readings?
c.  At the end of your presentation, you should also provide one question for class discussion in relation to the news-story you have chosen.
IV. GENERAL INFORMATION

Land Acknowledgement: UBC’s Point Grey Campus is located on the traditional, ancestral, and unceded territory of the Musqueam people. The land it is situated on has always been a place of learning for the Musqueam people, who for millennia have passed on in their culture, history, and traditions from one generation to the next on this site.
Accommodation: The University accommodates students with disabilities. Students requiring academic accommodations should register with the Centre for Accessibility. 
The University accommodates students whose religious obligations conflict with attendance, submitting assignments, or completing scheduled tests and examinations.  Please let your instructor know in advance, preferably in the first week of class, if you will require any accommodation on these grounds. Students who plan to be absent for varsity athletics, family obligations, or other similar commitments should discuss their commitments with the instructor before the drop date.

Academic Dishonesty: Please review the UBC Calendar “Academic regulations” for the university policy on cheating, plagiarism, and other forms of academic dishonesty.  Also visit https://learningcommons.ubc.ca/resource-guides/understand-academic-integrity/ for more information and insights. 
V. WEEKLY READINGS 
1. Readings marked with one asterik (*) will be provided online through Canvas; other readings available online via journals.

2. Undergraduate students are required to read the first three of the readings each week but may read all of them (as their schedules permit). 

3. I have also provided suggestions for online/youtube interviews/lectures that you might find useful. You are not required to view these videos; they are meant as supplements to the reading if you wish to watch them. 

Week 1: Identity Politics (Jan 17)
1.  Cressida Hayes, ‘Identity Politics’ Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/identity-politics
2. James Tully ‘Three Characteristics of Identity Politics’ Cambridge History of Political Thought. Richard Bellamy and Terence Ball (eds.), 2001. 
3. Sheldon Wolin. ‘Democracy, Difference and Re-cognition’ Political Theory, August, 1993 Vol 21:3 (464-484)

4. Linda Alcoff, ‘The Problem of Speaking for Others’ http://www.alcoff.com/content/speaothers.html 
Week 2: Foundations of Liberalism and Identity Politics: Locke and Mill (Jan 24)
4. Uday Mehta, “Liberal Strategies of Exclusion” Politics and Society, December 1990 Vol 18:4, 427-455. 

5. Carole Pateman and Teresa Brennan. ‘Mere Auxiliaries to the Commonwealth: Women and the Origins of Liberalism. Political Studies, June 1979, Vol. 27:2. 183-201. 

6. Barbara Arneil, ‘Trade, Plantations and Property: John Locke and the Economic Defense of Colonialism’, Journal of the History of Ideas. Vol. 55:4, October 1994.
Week 3: Multiculturalism (Jan 31)
* 7. Will Kymlicka, ‘Excerpts’, Multicultural Citizenship, Oxford University Press, 1995

* 8. Charles Taylor ‘Politics of Recognition’, Princeton University Press, 1992. 

9.  Iris Marion Young ‘Five Faces of Oppression’. Justice and the Politics of Difference. 1990. http://www.racialequitytools.org/resourcefiles/young.pdf 
10. Bhikhu Parekh ‘Dilemmas of a Multicultural Theory of Citizenship’. Constellations, vol. 4:1.

Youtube: http://vimeo.com/4203047  Charles Taylor, Lecture on Reasonable Accommodation and the Politics of Recognition, 2009. 

Week 4: Identity Politics and Deliberative Democracy/Agonism (Feb. 7)
11. John Dryzek. ‘Deliberative Democracy in Divided Societies’ Political Theory, April 2005 Vol 33:2 (218-243).

12. Chantal Mouffe. ‘Deliberative Democracy or Agonistic Politics’ Social Research 66  1999: 745-758.

13. Monique Deveaux: ‘A Deliberative Approach to Conflicts of Culture’ Political Theory 31 (2003) 780-807. 

Week 5: Feminism and Identity Politics #1: Difference and Feminism (Feb. 14)
14. Carol Gilligan ‘Hearing the Difference: Theorizing Connection’ Hypatia: Spring 1995 Vol. 10:2

15. Seyla Benhabib, ‘Sexual Differences and Collective Identities: The New Global Constellation’ Signs, Vol. 24:2, 1999. 
16. Melissa Williams, ‘Justice Towards Groups: Political Not Juridical’ Political Theory 23:1, 1995. 

READING BREAK  FEB.  15-19

Week 6: Feminism and Identity Politics #2: Culture, Capitalism and Feminism (Feb. 27)
17. Nancy Fraser, ‘Recognition without Ethics’, Theory, Culture and Society, vol. 18: 2/3 

18. a) Judith Butler ‘Merely Cultural’ Social Text, No 52/3, Autumn Winter 1997 265-77.

      b) Nancy Fraser ‘Response to Butler’ (Social Text - see above) 279-289.
19. Chandra Mohanty, ‘Under Western Eyes’ Revisited: Feminist Solidarity Through Anti-capitalist Struggles’. Signs: Journal of Women in Culture and Society, 2003

Week 7: Gay/Lesbian/Queer Identities (March 7)
20. Mark Blasius 'An Ethos of Lesbian and Gay Existence'  Political Theory, Nov. 1992

21. Interview with Judith Butler http://theory.org.uk/but-int1.htm
22. Shane Phelan, “(Be)Coming Out: Lesbian Identity and Politics” Signs, 2001.

23. Jeffrey Weeks 'The Sexual Citizen' Theory Culture & Society, vol. 15, no. 3, pp. 35-52, August 1998 
Youtube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q50nQUGiI3s  Judith Butler, biography (Six Parts) This program is done by a French documentary crew and short parts of it are in French/German but majority of the interview with Butler is in English and largely autobiographical but raises interesting questions about identity in relation to sexuality, gender and religion. 
Week  8: Disability Politics and Identity/Personhood (March 14)
24.  ‘Introduction: Rethinking Philosophical Presumptions’, Special Issue of Metaphilosophy, Cognitive Disability and its Challenge to Moral Philosophy, editors Eva Kittay and Licia Carlson, Vol 40:3-4, July 2009. (307-330)

25.  Nancy Hirschmann, ‘Disabling Barriers, Enabling Freedom’ in Disability and Political Theory, edited by Barbara Arneil and Nancy Hirschmann, Cambridge University Press, 2016. 
26. Rosemary Garland- Thomson, ‘Integrating Disability, Transforming Feminist Theory’ NWSA Journal, Vol 14:3, Fall 2002. 

For an overview and critique of Garland-Thomson from the perspective of identity politics, see Anne Mollow, ‘Identity Politics and Disability Studies: A Critique of Recent Theory’, Michigan Quarterly Review, Vol. 43:2, 2004, Spring, 2004  http://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/t/text/text-idx?cc=mqr;c=mqr;c=mqrarchive;idno=act2080.0043.218;rgn=main;view=text;xc=1;g=mqrg 
Week 9: Post colonial/Imperial Politics (March 21)
31. Jennifer Pitts, ‘Political Theory of Empire and Imperialism’, Annual Review of Political Science, Vol. 13: 211-235 (June 2010)
32. Edward Said. ‘Orientalism Reconsidered’. Race and Class. 1985 27:1. 1-15.

33. *Gaytari Spivak. ‘Can the Subaltern Speak?’

Youtube: ‘Orientalism as a Tool of Colonialism’- Parts 1-4 Interview with Said shortly before he died. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yH2T6a_2gBo&feature=fvw  

Week 10: Indigenous/Settler Colonial Politics (March 28)
27. Glen Coulthard. ‘Subjects of Empire: Indigenous Peoples and the ‘Politics of Recognition’ in Canada’. Contemporary Political Theory,  2007, 6 437-460. 

*29. Leanne Simpson, ‘Land as Pedagogy’
*30 Eve Tuck and K. Wayne Yang, ‘Decolonization is not a metaphor’
Week 11: Intersectionality and Identity Politics (April 4 )
36. McCall, L. (2005). The complexity of intersectionality. Signs, 30, 1771
37. Yuval-Davis, Nira. 2006. Intersectionality and feminist politics. European Journal of Women’s Studies 13:193-209

38. Rita Kaur Dhamoon, ‘Considerations on Mainstreaming Intersectionality’ Political Research Quarterly 2011 64:230. 
