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To be considered for admission into our Honours Program, a
student must:

be enrolled in the Faculty of Arts;*
have completed at least 54 credits of post-secondary course
work;**
have completed at least nine credits of the 12-credit lower-level
POLI requirement (POLI_V 100/101/110/240) by May 2026—
any remaining lower-level POLI credits must be completed upon
admission into the program; and
have attained a cumulative average of 80% in their post-
secondary studies to date.***

*Applicants who are not enrolled in UBC-V’s BA Program as of May 2026 must enroll by no
later than August 31, 2026.
**We can conditionally offer admission to an applicant who has completed as few as 42 post-
secondary credits; however, to formally enter the Honours Program during the 2026W
admissions cycle, students must complete their full 54-credit requirement and be promoted to
third-year standing by August 31, 2026.
***Please note: 80% is our minimum average requirement; achieving a cumulative average of
85% or higher will greatly improve your chances of being accepted into this program.
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To be considered for admission into our Honours in Political
Science with International Relations (PSIR) Program, a student
must:

be enrolled in the Faculty of Arts;*
have completed at least 54 credits of course work;**
have attained a minimum grade-point average of 80% in their
post-secondary studies to date.***

The PSIR Program’s  lower-level requirements are:

POLI_V 100, 110, and 260, plus one other 100-/200-level
POLI-coded course (12 credits)
ECON_V 101 and 102 (6 credits)
Six credits of HIST_V 102, 103, 112, and 113

Generally speaking, students should not apply for the PSIR Program
unless they have completed POLI_V 260 and at least two other
POLI-coded courses. If students have not yet completed all of their
lower-level POLI credits but have completed their lower-level ECON
and/or HIST credits, they may still be eligible for admission;
however, we strongly advise that students complete all three lower-
level requirements (POLI, ECON, and HIST) prior to applying. 

*Applicants who are not enrolled in UBC-V’s BA Program as of May 2026 must enroll by no
later than August 31, 2026.
**We can conditionally offer admission to an applicant who has completed as few as 42 post-
secondary credits; however, to formally enter the PSIR Program during the 2026W admissions
cycle, students must complete their full 54-credit requirement and be promoted to third-year
standing by August 31, 2026.
***Please note: 80% is our minimum average requirement; achieving a cumulative average of
85% or higher will greatly improve your chances of being accepted into this program.
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Honours and PSIR applicants must complete this application form
by no later than 11:59 PM (Pacific) on May 22, 2026. 

In the process of submitting their application, Honours and PSIR
applicants must provide the Department with the following
supplementary materials:

a brief resumé (no more than two pages); and 
a 300-500 word description of their special interests in Political
Science, their interests outside of the discipline (including
outside reading), and their career goals.

Honours/PSIR applicants also have the option of submitting a 250-
word additional statement with their application. This additional
statement is an applicant’s opportunity to contextualize their
transcript--providing us with information about their academic
history which we will not see by looking at their transcript alone. 

HONOURS & PSIR
ADMISSIONS

https://poli.air.arts.ubc.ca/2026-honours-psir-application-form/


You can apply for POLI Honours/PSIR here. 

Our application portal opens on Monday 9 February and closes on
Friday 22 May at 11:59 PM (Pacific). Applications submitted after
this deadline will not be considered.

Tip: Regardless of when you submit your application, we will hold off
on calculating your average until after your Term 2 grades have been
submitted.

Q. Where do I apply? When is the application deadline?

When you submit an application for one program, you are
effectively submitting an application for both programs, as we
select one Honours cohort of 16-18 students (inclusive of PSIR
students), and those who are admitted can easily switch between
our two Honours streams. 

Therefore, please submit one application for your first-choice
stream of Honours (POLI Honours or PSIR). If you decide that you
want to change streams post-admission, please e-mail
poli.ugrad@ubc.ca to request this change.

Q. I am interested in applying for both Honours and PSIR.
Should I submit two applications?

There will be an option to upload your transcript(s) from your
previous post-secondary institution(s) within our application
portal. Unofficial transcripts will suffice.  

Tip: You do not need to upload your UBC transcript. 

Q. How do I send you copies of my transcript(s) from my
previous post-secondary institution(s)?
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We ask that your resumé be no longer than two pages; beyond
this, we do not have any specific formatting requirements. (This
resource may be useful to you.) 

When it comes to your personal statement, please be mindful of
the word count (no more than 500 words). Other than this, we
have no specific formatting/content requirements. 

Q. Do you have any recommendations for how to format the
personal statement/resumé portion of the Honours
application?

Beyond providing general advice, no. We cannot
proofread/provide notes on your application in fairness to other
applicants.

Q. Can the Political Science Advising Team help me with my
application?

No. If you miss our application deadline and still wish to be a POLI
Honours/PSIR student, you will need to apply during next year’s
application cycle (February – May 2027). 

Q. Do you accept late applications? 

Early June. 

Q. When can I expect to hear back about my application? 

In principle, yes—as long as you satisfy our admission
requirements. However, if your average is equal to or below our
minimum requirement (80%), we recommend considering other
specialization options. 

Q. Can I re-apply next year if I am not accepted this year? 

FA
Q

https://students.ubc.ca/career/career-resources/resumes-cover-letters/
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Yes. A successful POLI Honours/PSIR applicant in this position
would receive a conditional offer from us, meaning that they are
accepted into POLI Honours/PSIR on the condition that they
complete their outstanding admission requirement(s) by August
31, 2026.

Q. Can I apply for this program if I plan to complete my 54-
credit requirement and/or transfer into the Faculty of Arts
during the upcoming Summer Session?

Yes. However, if you are in this position, we recommend
submitting an additional statement with your application to help
us understand your academic history beyond what is listed on your
transcript. 

Q. What if my average is below your minimum requirement?
Can I still apply?

Yes, but POLI Honours & PSIR are two-year, cohort-based
programs in which the content of the first year lays the foundation
for the second. Because of this, we do not allow students to
complete POLI Honours/PSIR in a single year. Therefore, you are
welcome to apply for POLI Honours/PSIR as a fourth- or fifth-year
student, but you must commit to two full academic years of study
in order to complete the programs’ requirements.

Q. Can I apply even if I am in my 4th/5th year?

No. Students who enter POLI Honours/PSIR with 4th-year
standing will still be required to complete all of their Honours/PSIR
requirements, including POLI_V 390. 

Q. The Calendar says that, “Occasionally, outstanding students
from the third-year Major program may be admitted directly to
fourth-year Honours.” Does this mean that I can skip taking the
third-year Honours Seminar and head straight into writing my
thesis?

https://vancouver.calendar.ubc.ca/faculties-colleges-and-schools/faculty-arts/bachelor-arts/political-science
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We exclude IB/AP credits from our average calculation. If you
were granted transfer credits from your previous post-secondary
institution(s), we will use them when calculating your average. 

Q. Do you count IB/AP credits in your Honours/PSIR average
calculation? How about transfer credits from other post-
secondary institutions?

Please get in touch with our Advising Team (poli.ugrad@ubc.ca). If
we see reason to waive any of your lower-level requirements
based on your academic history, we will let you know.

Q. Can I apply general transfer credits (e.g., POLI_V 1 ) to
lower-level PSIR/HIST requirements?

st

Technically, yes, but students in this position should ensure that
they are aware of UBC’s double-counting requirements and double
major degree requirements.  

Additionally, our Honours programs come with some hefty
requirements. If you are considering this option, we recommend
proactively booking an appointment with Arts Advising in order to
put together a degree plan. Once this plan is assembled, we
recommend reviewing it with our Advising Team
(poli.ugrad@ubc.ca). 

Q. Can I Major in Honours/PSIR and another Major? 

Yes.

Q. Can I complete a Minor alongside my Honours/PSIR
Program?

mailto:poli.ugrad@ubc.ca
mailto:poli.ugrad@ubc.ca
https://vancouver.calendar.ubc.ca/faculties-colleges-and-schools/faculty-arts/bachelor-arts/credit-requirements-and-regulations
https://vancouver.calendar.ubc.ca/faculties-colleges-and-schools/faculty-arts/bachelor-arts/degree-program-options
https://vancouver.calendar.ubc.ca/faculties-colleges-and-schools/faculty-arts/bachelor-arts/degree-program-options
mailto:poli.ugrad@ubc.ca
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Yes, but you need to organize your Co-op/exchange terms so that
they do not conflict with POLI_V 390 & POLI_V 492.

Tip: We only run POLI_V 390 once a year in the Fall Semester
(September - December). Students are expected to complete POLI_V
390 within the same year that they are admitted into the Honours
Program.

Q. Can I participate in the Arts Co-op Program and/or go on
exchange as an Honours/PSIR student?

No. Students are expected to complete POLI_V 390 within the
same year that they are admitted into Honours/PSIR.

Q. Can I defer my offer if I am accepted into Honours/PSIR?

If your application is successful, you can expect to receive an e-
mail from our Advising Team with instructions outlining how to
accept your offer of admission.  

Tip: Our Advising Team will contact you using the e-mail address that
you provide on your application form. Please ensure that you provide us
with an e-mail address that you use regularly so that you don’t miss
any important e-mails from us! 

Q. How do I accept my offer of admission? 

Yes. You will receive more information about this when you
receive your offer of admission. 

Q. Does my offer of admission have an expiry date? 
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Vancouver Calendar: Program Requirements for
Honours/PSIR
Third-Year Honours Seminar Sample Syllabus
Fourth-Year Honours Seminar Sample Syllabus
Database of Recent Honours Theses
Your Advising Team*

Includes information about our Advising Team’s upcoming
drop-in advising hours and appointment-booking policy.

Creating Your Degree Plan in Six Steps*
Includes downloadable course plan templates for Honours
& PSIR students.

Requirements, Awards, and Graduation FAQ*

*To access these resources, you need to be enrolled in our
Undergraduate Info Hub.

https://vancouver.calendar.ubc.ca/faculties-colleges-and-schools/faculty-arts/bachelor-arts/political-science
https://vancouver.calendar.ubc.ca/faculties-colleges-and-schools/faculty-arts/bachelor-arts/political-science
https://politics.ubc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2025/04/WEAVER-POLI390-2024W1.pdf
https://politics.ubc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2025/04/CUTLER-POLI492-2024W1.pdf
https://open.library.ubc.ca/search?q=series:%20%22University%20of%20British%20Columbia.%20POLI%20492%22
https://canvas.ubc.ca/courses/97906/pages/advising?module_item_id=6286850
https://canvas.ubc.ca/courses/97906/pages/creating-your-degree-plan-in-six-steps?module_item_id=6343395
https://canvas.ubc.ca/courses/97906/pages/requirements-awards-and-graduation-faq?module_item_id=6286304
https://canvas.ubc.ca/enroll/C9J4AE
https://canvas.ubc.ca/enroll/C9J4AE
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